


A Chronological Perspective of the Qur’an


Revelation Order of the Qur’an According to 13 Sources

The Qur’an was delivered through Muhammad over a 22-year period. In each instance where a new piece was delivered, that new piece was assigned its spot among the other verses. Occasionally, a Sura (chapter) was delivered, in total, at one time. On other occasions, Suras were delivered in pieces over months or years.

A proper chronological ordering of the verses of the Qur’an would consider both the order of the Suras and the verses. The objective in the table below is not to define a perfect chronological order, but rather to give the casual reader a broad sense of which issues came up early and late in the delivery of the Qur’an.

The table below communicates what Amir-Ali calls “perspective order” of the Qur’an. The first 2 columns are the Sura numbers and names in the standard order in which the Qur’an is published. The Amir-Ali column is the key to understanding what is meant by perspective order. Particularly, it is a balance, part way between chronological order and standard order.

Amir-Ali chooses to slightly obscure the revelation order of suras in the last 9 columns in the table below. Seemingly it is easier to relate to the perspective order that way. He made 12 equal parts. That is, the chronological order is broke in to 12 parts and listed in those last 9 columns. Telescoping into twelfths is again to avoid perfecting the chronological order in favor of delivering a familiar sense of chronological order.

If you wish to sort the table by any of the 13 sources, mouse that table column and sort using Word’s “table” and “sort” menu (remember to use “number” order when sorting).

By the way, some of the variation in the table below occurs when a Sura was delivered in pieces and each source chose to emphasize different verses to characterize the overall order of delivery of the Sura.

This table is from The Message of the Qur’an, Presented in Perspective, by Hashim Amir-Ali, 1974, Charles E Tuttle Company, Rutland Vermont and Tokyo Japan.  I appended to Amir-Ali’s table with columns labeled Osman, Sadik and Abbas from Kur’an Mesaji, meal-tefsir, by Muhammed Esed.

	Early Meccan Sura Number
	Sura Name in English
	Amir-Ali
	Hz. Osman
	Ja`fer es-Sadik
	Ibn` Abbas
	Nu`man
	Suyti-Egyption
	Noeldeke-Abul Fazl
	Rodwell
	Muir
	Gimme
	Yusuf Ali
	Ya`qub H
	Ajmal Khan

	96
	Alaq
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1/12
	1/12
	1/12
	1/12
	2/12
	2/12
	1/12
	1/12
	1/12

	97
	Qadr
	2
	25
	24
	23
	3/12
	3/12
	2/12
	3/12
	3/12
	6/12
	3/12
	3/12
	1/12

	99
	Zilzal
	3
	93
	92
	93
	10/12
	10/12
	3/12
	1/12
	1/12
	1/12
	10/12
	10/12
	1/12

	100
	`Adiyat
	4
	14
	13
	112
	2/12
	2/12
	3/12
	4/12
	1/12
	1/12
	2/12
	10/12
	1/12

	101
	Qari`ah
	5
	30
	29
	28
	3/12
	3/12
	3/12
	3/12
	1/12
	1/12
	3/12
	3/12
	2/12

	102
	Takathur
	6
	16
	15
	16
	2/12
	2/12
	1/12
	2/12
	1/12
	1/12
	2/12
	10/12
	2/12

	103
	`Asr
	7
	13
	12
	14
	1/12
	2/12
	3/12
	3/12
	1/12
	1/12
	2/12
	2/12
	2/12

	104
	Humaza
	8
	32
	31
	30
	3/12
	4/12
	1/12
	2/12
	1/12
	1/12
	4/12
	3/12
	2/12

	105
	Fil
	9
	19
	18
	18
	2/12
	2/12
	1/12
	2/12
	2/12
	1/12
	2/12
	2/12
	1/12

	106
	Shita’
	10
	29
	28
	27
	3/12
	3/12
	1/12
	2/12
	1/12
	1/12
	3/12
	3/12
	1/12

	107
	Ma’un
	11
	17
	16
	17
	2/12
	2/12
	1/12
	2/12
	4/12
	1/12
	2/12
	2/12
	3/12

	108
	Kauthar
	12
	15
	14
	15
	2/12
	2/12
	1/12
	2/12
	2/12
	2/12
	2/12
	10/12
	3/12

	109
	Kafirun
	13
	18
	17
	19
	2/12
	2/12
	5/12
	1/12
	4/12
	10/12
	2/12
	2/12
	8/12

	110
	Nasr
	14
	114
	101
	110
	11/12
	12/12
	12/12
	12/12
	3/12
	12/12
	12/12
	12/12
	3/12

	111
	Lahb
	15
	6
	5
	7
	1/12
	1/12
	1/12
	2/12
	3/12
	1/12
	1/12
	1/12
	3/12

	112
	Tawhid
	16
	22
	21
	20
	2/12
	3/12
	5/12
	1/12
	3/12
	10/12
	3/12
	2/12
	6/12

	113
	Falaq
	17
	20
	19
	113
	2/12
	2/12
	5/12
	1/12
	2/12
	4/12
	2/12
	2/12
	1/12

	114
	Nas
	18
	21
	20
	114
	2/12
	2/12
	5/12
	1/12
	10/12
	4/12
	3/12
	2/12
	2/12

	Middle Meccan Sura Number
	Sura Name in English
	Amir-Ali
	Hz. Osman
	Ja`fer es-Sadik
	Ibn` Abbas
	Nu`man
	Suyti-Egyption
	Noeldeke-Abul Fazl
	Rodwell
	Muir
	Gimme
	Yusuf Ali
	Ya`qub H
	Ajmal Khan

	95
	Tin
	19
	28
	27
	26
	3/12
	3/12
	2/12
	3/12
	1/12
	2/12
	3/12
	3/12
	3/12

	94
	Inshirah
	20
	12
	11
	12
	1/12
	2/12
	2/12
	1/12
	2/12
	2/12
	2/12
	2/12
	1/12

	93
	Duha
	21
	11
	10
	3
	1/12
	2/12
	2/12
	1/12
	2/12
	2/12
	2/12
	2/12
	1/12

	92
	Lail
	22
	64
	63
	10
	2/12
	1/12
	1/12
	2/12
	2/12
	2/12
	1/12
	1/12
	1/12

	91
	Shams
	23
	9
	8
	24
	3/12
	3/12
	2/12
	3/12
	1/12
	2/12
	3/12
	3/12
	2/12

	90
	Balad
	24
	26
	25
	33
	4/12
	4/12
	2/12
	2/12
	2/12
	2/12
	4/12
	4/12
	2/12

	89
	Fajr
	25
	35
	34
	11
	1/12
	1/12
	4/12
	5/12
	2/12
	2/12
	1/12
	1/12
	2/12

	88
	Ghashiya
	26
	10
	9
	65
	7/12
	7/12
	4/12
	4/12
	3/12
	3/12
	7/12
	8/12
	5/12

	87
	A`la
	27
	68
	67
	9
	1/12
	1/12
	2/12
	3/12
	3/12
	3/12
	1/12
	1/12
	3/12

	86
	Tariq
	28
	8
	7
	34
	9/12
	4/12
	2/12
	3/12
	3/12
	3/12
	4/12
	4/12
	3/12

	85
	Buruj
	29
	36
	35
	25
	3/12
	3/12
	3/12
	3/12
	4/12
	3/12
	3/12
	3/12
	4/12

	84
	Inshiqaq
	30
	27
	26
	80
	8/12
	9/12
	3/12
	4/12
	3/12
	3/12
	9/12
	9/12
	3/12

	83
	Tatfif
	31
	83
	82
	83
	9/12
	9/12
	4/12
	5/12
	4/12
	3/12
	9/12
	9/12
	3/12

	82
	Infitar
	32
	86
	85
	79
	8/12
	9/12
	3/12
	4/12
	2/12
	3/12
	9/12
	4/12
	3/12

	81
	Takwir
	33
	82
	81
	8
	1/12
	1/12
	3/12
	4/12
	3/12
	3/12
	1/12
	1/12
	4/12

	80
	`Abasa
	34
	7
	6
	22
	3/12
	3/12
	2/12
	2/12
	3/12
	3/12
	3/12
	3/12
	2/12

	79
	Nazi`at
	35
	24
	23
	78
	8/12
	9/12
	4/12
	4/12
	5/12
	3/12
	9/12
	9/12
	4/12

	78
	Naba`
	36
	81
	80
	77
	8/12
	8/12
	4/12
	4/12
	4/12
	4/12
	8/12
	8/12
	5/12

	77
	Mursilat
	37
	80
	79
	31
	4/12
	4/12
	4/12
	4/12
	4/12
	4/12
	4/12
	4/12
	3/12

	76
	Insan
	38
	33
	32
	97
	10/12
	10/12
	6/12
	6/12
	4/12
	4/12
	10/12
	4/12
	5/12

	75
	Qiyamah
	39
	98
	97
	29
	3/12
	4/12
	4/12
	4/12
	4/12
	4/12
	4/12
	3/12
	3/12

	74
	Mud`thir
	40
	31
	30
	5
	1/12
	1/12
	1/12
	1/12
	3/12
	4/12
	1/12
	1/12
	4/12

	73
	Muz`mmil
	41
	4
	4
	4
	1/12
	1/12
	3/12
	1/12
	5/12
	4/12
	1/12
	1/12
	3/12

	72
	Jinn
	42
	3
	3
	38
	4/12
	4/12
	7/12
	7/12
	7/12
	6/12
	4/12
	4/12
	9/12

	71
	Nuh
	43
	40
	39
	68
	7/12
	8/12
	6/12
	6/12
	6/12
	8/12
	8/12
	7/12
	4/12

	70
	Ma`arij
	44
	71
	70
	76
	8/12
	8/12
	5/12
	5/12
	4/12
	4/12
	8/12
	8/12
	2/12

	69
	Haqqa
	45
	79
	78
	75
	8/12
	8/12
	4/12
	5/12
	6/12
	4/12
	8/12
	8/12
	5/12

	68
	Qalam
	46
	78
	77
	2
	1/12
	1/12
	2/12
	2/12
	6/12
	4/12
	1/12
	1/12
	4/12

	67
	Mulk
	47
	2
	2
	74
	8/12
	8/12
	7/12
	7/12
	5/12
	7/12
	8/12
	8/12
	5/12

	50
	Qaf
	48
	67
	66
	32
	7/12
	4/12
	6/12
	6/12
	6/12
	5/12
	4/12
	4/12
	5/12

	51
	Zariat
	49
	76
	75
	64
	7/12
	7/12
	4/12
	5/12
	7/12
	5/12
	7/12
	7/12
	4/12

	52
	Tur
	50
	23
	22
	73
	8/12
	8/12
	4/12
	5/12
	6/12
	5/12
	8/12
	8/12
	6/12

	53
	Najm
	51
	37
	36
	21
	3/12
	3/12
	3/12
	5/12
	5/12
	5/12
	3/12
	2/12
	5/12

	54
	Qawar
	52
	97
	96
	35
	9/12
	4/12
	5/12
	5/12
	5/12
	5/12
	4/12
	4/12
	5/12

	55
	Rahman
	53
	46
	45
	13
	4/12
	10/12
	5/12
	5/12
	4/12
	5/12
	10/12
	11/12
	5/12

	56
	Waqi`ah
	54
	94
	93
	111
	5/12
	5/12
	5/12
	5/12
	5/12
	5/12
	5/12
	5/12
	4/12

	Late Meccan Sura Number
	Sura Name in English
	Amir-Ali
	Hz. Osman
	Ja`fer es-Sadik
	Ibn` Abbas
	Nu`man
	Suyti-Egyption
	Noeldeke-Abul Fazl
	Rodwell
	Muir
	Gimme
	Yusuf Ali
	Ya`qub H
	Ajmal Khan

	25
	Furqan
	55
	42
	41
	40
	4/12
	5/12
	7/12
	7/12
	8/12
	8/12
	5/12
	5/12
	7/12

	26
	Shu`ara
	56
	47
	46
	44
	5/12
	5/12
	6/12
	6/12
	7/12
	8/12
	5/12
	5/12
	7/12

	27
	Namal
	57
	48
	47
	45
	5/12
	5/12
	7/12
	7/12
	7/12
	7/12
	5/12
	5/12
	9/12

	28
	Qasas
	58
	49
	48
	46
	5/12
	5/12
	8/12
	8/12
	9/12
	7/12
	5/12
	5/12
	8/12

	29
	`Ankabut
	59
	85
	84
	82
	9/12
	9/12
	9/12
	9/12
	9/12
	7/12
	9/12
	9/12
	8/12

	30
	Rum
	60
	84
	83
	81
	9/12
	9/12
	8/12
	8/12
	6/12
	7/12
	9/12
	9/12
	8/12

	31
	Luqman
	61
	57
	56
	54
	6/12
	6/12
	9/12
	9/12
	5/12
	7/12
	6/12
	6/12
	8/12

	32
	Sajda
	62
	75
	74
	101
	8/12
	8/12
	7/12
	7/12
	5/12
	7/12
	8/12
	8/12
	6/12

	34
	Saba
	63
	58
	57
	55
	6/12
	6/12
	9/12
	9/12
	5/12
	7/12
	9/12
	6/12
	7/12

	35
	Fatir
	64
	43
	42
	41
	4/12
	5/12
	9/12
	9/12
	7/12
	7/12
	6/12
	5/12
	8/12

	36
	Ya Sin
	65
	41
	40
	39
	4/12
	5/12
	6/12
	6/12
	7/12
	7/12
	5/12
	4/12
	7/12

	37
	Saffat
	66
	56
	55
	53
	6/12
	6/12
	5/12
	5/12
	6/12
	6/12
	5/12
	6/12
	6/12

	38
	Suad
	67
	38
	37
	36
	4/12
	4/12
	6/12
	6/12
	8/12
	6/12
	6/12
	4/12
	6/12

	39
	Zumur
	68
	59
	58
	56
	6/12
	6/12
	8/12
	8/12
	5/12
	6/12
	4/12
	6/12
	7/12

	40
	Mu`min
	69
	60
	59
	57
	6/12
	6/12
	8/12
	8/12
	8/12
	6/12
	6/12
	6/12
	7/12

	41
	Fussilat
	70
	61
	60
	58
	6/12
	6/12
	7/12
	8/12
	8/12
	6/12
	6/12
	6/12
	8/12

	42
	Shura
	71
	62
	61
	59
	6/12
	7/12
	4/12
	9/12
	8/12
	8/12
	7/12
	6/12
	7/12

	43
	Zukhruf
	72
	63
	62
	60
	7/12
	7/12
	7/12
	7/12
	8/12
	8/12
	7/12
	7/12
	9/12

	44
	Dukhkhan
	73
	65
	64
	61
	7/12
	7/12
	6/12
	6/12
	7/12
	6/12
	7/12
	7/12
	6/12

	45
	Jathia
	74
	66
	65
	62
	7/12
	7/12
	8/12
	8/12
	6/12
	6/12
	7/12
	7/12
	9/12

	46
	Haqoa
	75
	95
	94
	63
	7/12
	7/12
	9/12
	9/12
	6/12
	6/12
	7/12
	7/12
	6/12

	10
	Yunus
	76
	51
	50
	48
	5/12
	6/12
	9/12
	9/12
	8/12
	9/12
	6/12
	5/12
	9/12

	11
	Hud
	77
	52
	51
	49
	5/12
	6/12
	8/12
	8/12
	8/12
	9/12
	6/12
	5/12
	9/12

	12
	Yusuf
	78
	53
	52
	50
	5/12
	6/12
	8/12
	8/12
	8/12
	9/12
	6/12
	6/12
	8/12

	13
	Ra`d
	79
	96
	95
	72
	10/12
	10/12
	9/12
	9/12
	9/12
	9/12
	10/12
	7/12
	7/12

	14
	Ibrahim
	80
	72
	71
	69
	9/12
	6/12
	8/12
	8/12
	8/12
	5/12
	8/12
	7/12
	8/12

	15
	Hijr
	81
	54
	53
	51
	6/12
	6/12
	6/12
	4/12
	7/12
	5/12
	6/12
	6/12
	6/12

	16
	Nahl
	82
	70
	69
	67
	7/12
	7/12
	8/12
	8/12
	9/12
	9/12
	7/12
	7/12
	9/12

	17
	B` Israil
	83
	50
	49
	47
	5/12
	5/12
	7/12
	7/12
	8/12
	9/12
	5/12
	8/12
	9/12

	18
	Kahf
	84
	69
	68
	66
	7/12
	7/12
	7/12
	7/12
	7/12
	9/12
	7/12
	7/12
	6/12

	19
	Maryam
	85
	44
	43
	42
	5/12
	5/12
	6/12
	6/12
	7/12
	8/12
	5/12
	5/12
	6/12

	20
	Ta Ha
	86
	45
	44
	43
	5/12
	5/12
	6/12
	6/12
	8/12
	8/12
	5/12
	5/12
	6/12

	21
	Anbiya
	87
	73
	72
	70
	6/12
	8/12
	7/12
	7/12
	9/12
	8/12
	8/12
	8/12
	7/12

	23
	Mu`min
	88
	74
	73
	71
	6/12
	8/12
	7/12
	7/12
	9/12
	8/12
	8/12
	8/12
	7/12

	6
	An`am
	89
	55
	54
	52
	7/12
	6/12
	9/12
	9/12
	9/12
	9/12
	9/12
	6/12
	8/12

	7
	A`raf
	90
	39
	38
	37
	9/12
	4/12
	9/12
	9/12
	10/12
	9/12
	10/12
	4/12
	9/12

	Medinan Sura Number
	Sura Name in English
	Amir-Ali
	Hz. Osman
	Ja`fer es-Sadik
	Ibn` Abbas
	Nu`man
	Suyti-Egyption
	Noeldeke-Abul Fazl
	Rodwell
	Muir
	Gimme
	Yusuf Ali
	Ya`qub H
	Ajmal Khan

	1
	Fatihah
	91
	5
	-
	6
	11/12
	12/12
	5/12
	1/12
	1/12
	8/12
	1/12
	1/12
	9/12

	2
	Baqarah
	92
	87
	86
	84
	9/12
	9/12
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12
	9/12
	9/12
	10/12

	3
	Ali Iran
	93
	89
	88
	86
	9/12
	9/12
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12
	9/12
	4/12
	10/12

	4
	Nisa
	94
	92
	91
	92
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12
	11/12
	11/12
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12

	5
	Ma`ida
	95
	112
	113
	108
	12/12
	12/12
	12/12
	12/12
	10/12
	10/12
	12/12
	12/12
	12/12

	98
	Byyina
	96
	100
	99
	99
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12
	9/12
	10/12
	4/12
	10/12

	57
	Hadid
	97
	105
	105
	95
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12
	11/12
	11/12
	10/12
	10/12
	11/12

	58
	Mujadila
	98
	101
	100
	103
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	10/12

	59
	Hashr
	99
	91
	90
	87
	10/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	10/12
	11/12
	10/12
	11/12

	60
	Mum`inna
	100
	109
	108
	90
	9/12
	10/12
	11/12
	11/12
	12/12
	11/12
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12

	61
	Saff
	101
	110
	109
	107
	12/12
	11/12
	10/12
	10/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	10/12

	62
	Jum`a
	102
	104
	104
	100
	11/12
	11/12
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12
	11/12
	11/12
	10/12

	63
	Munafiqun
	103
	108
	110
	102
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	10/12

	64
	Taghabun
	104.
	99
	98
	106
	11/12
	11/12
	10/12
	10/12
	9/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12

	65
	Talaq
	105
	107
	107
	98
	10/12
	10/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	10/12
	11/12
	12/12

	66
	Tahrim
	106
	77
	76
	105
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	12/12
	12/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12

	47
	Muhammad
	107
	111
	111
	96
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12

	48
	Fathah
	108
	106
	106
	91
	12/12
	12/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	12/12
	12/12
	12/12
	11/12

	49
	Hujarat
	109
	34
	33
	104
	11/12
	11/12
	12/12
	12/12
	12/12
	12/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12

	24
	Nur
	110
	102
	102
	89
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	10/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12

	33
	Ahzab
	111
	90
	89
	88
	4/12
	9/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	9/12
	10/12
	11/12

	22
	Hajj
	112
	103
	103
	94
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	11/12
	9/12
	5/12
	11/12
	9/12
	12/12

	8
	Anfal
	113
	88
	87
	85
	9/12
	9/12
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12
	10/12
	9/12
	9/12
	10/12

	9
	Barat
	114
	113
	112
	109
	12/12
	12/12
	12/12
	12/12
	12/12
	12/12
	12/12
	12/12
	12/12


…more notes to incorporate at some point… 

Various efforts have been made by Muslim writers and European scholars to arrange the suras chronologically, but Noldeke's arrangement is generally considered the most plausible. He divides the suras into Meccan and Medinian, namely those delivered at Mecca before the Flight or Hegira, and those delivered at Medina after the Flight. The Meccan suras are divided into three periods. To the first (from the first to the fifth year of Mohammed's mission) belong the following suras - 96, 74, 111,106, 108, 104, 107, 102, 105, 92, 90, 94, 93, 97, 86, 91, 80, 68, 87, 95, 103, 85, '73, 101, 99, 82, 81, 53, 84,100, 79, 77, 78, 88, 89, 75, 83, 69, 5l, 52, 56, 55, 112, 109, ll3, 114, and 1. To the second period (the fifth and sixth year of his mission) are assigned suras 54, 37, 7l, 76, 44, 50, 20, 26, 15, 19, 38, 36, 43, 72, 67, 23, 21, 25, 17, 27, and 18. To the third period (from the seventh year to the Flight) belong the following suras: 32, 41 45, 16, 30, 11, 14,12, 40, 28, 39, 29, 31, 42, 10, 34, 35, 7, 46, 6, and 13. The Medina suras are those which remain, in the following order: 2, 98, 64, 62, 8, 47, 3, 61, 57, 4, 65, 59, 33, 63, 24, 58, 22, 48, 66, 60,110, 9, and 5.

According to a list based upon Nu'man b. Bashir and given in the fihrist of al-Nadim, [Fihrist, I. pp.49-52.] the chronological order of the revelation of the suras is as follows:

96, 68, 73, 74, 111, 81, 94, 103, 89, 93, 92, 100, 108, 102, 107, 109, 105, 112, 113, 114, 53, 80, 97, 91, 85, 95, 106, 101, 75, 104, 77, 50, 90, 55, 72, 36, 7, 25, 35, 19, 20, 56, 26, 27, 28, 17, 11, 12, 10, 15, 37, 31, 23, 34, 21, 37, 40, 41, 47, 43, 44, 45, 46, 51, 88, 18, 6, 16, 71, 14, 32, 52, 67, 69, 70, 78, 79, 82, 84, 30, 29, 83, 54, 86.

http://www.Clay.Smith.name/Revelation_Order.doc
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